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Predident ¢ Repont

T'.Fn-"E'].{“Dﬂl_E‘ to T}:I.E' {“C_!l.dfl' o U LU
months in the Hastings.
Beautiful days_ and
chilly mights ~ Put a
heater in the shack or
fire up the amplifier.

I was™ saddened
to hear of the passing of [
J-::-]én IE;a}rlif. T]ZKE:]-B 2 ¥ -
an eif utton, S Aoy
VE2KEDL. Mine and the
club member’s thoughts go ouwt to Mary &
Gwen on this sad occasion.

On a brghter note. I hear that
VE2RCN will be, ot is now, back and opera-
tional at Telegraph Point. This will free up
VE2RPM for those that use 1t for Echolink
To those members that went along to the
working bees at the big shed of Hemry
(VEZ2ZHE). I and the mentbers thank vou for
vour time in getting things uwp and mMuming.
But it does not stﬁnat that — we need to get
complete spares (idents and crystals included)
for both 2-metre systems on site and in racks
so that if one breaks down it will only require
a quick wisit to switch over the coax and
power cables to get it back: on air.

Once again I must thank VE2FORE —
Paul, for the great effort that he s putting into
the club field day — more great prizes and do-
naticns — keep ap the good woik Paul — It's
greatly %ﬁ};i‘f-’;‘iatl‘_‘d by most of us.

Field Day 15 getting closer and we
need to sort out a few of the minor details
such as the raffle prizes. lucky door prizes
etc.. and list them down. I hope” all the letters
have been answered from the various traders
and that they are all coming.

Lo

1

After the Field Day event, we, as a
club, have a commitment to assist with the
Car Eally communications. VEZZCV,
VEZATM and myself will be reminding
those that pledged assistance to the event
with a call to attend a briefing prior to the
day and be informed of what we are re-
quired to do by the race organisers.

We mnst have a Lighthouse and E.
D. Centest as well coming up so listen out
for details of these two great club activities
at the Tacking Point Lighthouse.

Keep in mind that when I took on
the position of President I stated that it
would be only till the next AGM and with
no extensions after that So you, the mem-
bers of the club, need to find 3 president and
possibly a Secretary and Treaswer by the
time the AGM comeés around. )

~ Well, that is encugh from me for this
edition of OXTALES. Take care, and keep

Warmn.

Cheers
WVEIHOT — Bruce Walker,
OF A FRC Inc. President
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Down The Coax

Friday Night Get-togethers
May 12th & 26th
T.00pm

June 2006 Monthly Meeting
Saturday 3rd June
2.00pm

Friday Night Get-togethers
June 9th & 23rd
7.00pm

ORARC Field Days
Sat/Sun 10th & 11th
(A "must be there' event!)

July 2006 Monthly Meeting
Saturday 1st July
2.00pm

Hastings Valley Car Rally
Saturday Sth July
11.30a - 10.00pm

E-mail directory.
Reflects ALL changes na*:fed up to
dst May, 2006
2E] (Meil) neilsanjdtpg.com.an
YGD {Alan) anul67347a bigpond net an
B (John) | jebaylis(@midcoast.com.aun
(Trem ) srumpsia felslow . com.an
‘-r*I {Arthur) arfamo@midcoast.com.an
(David) da:‘p:lluc.' midcoast.com.an
{Allan iel Vi@ oo
(C].u'hl minahani@ezemail com.an
I- C Fichard) fanusale(@midcoast.com an
LL (Larry) lindsayjgmideoast. com.au
DL (Stan) svellisfatsn.cc
EJE (Beb) rhrl1 962 blﬂ}gaud net.aun
SH {C.:a.rles]l CE'EE[:]JDD{T 'felglcﬂ\ ConLaun
T (Bruce) vk2hoti@tsn.co

:EV rJL"-EI bivona [@azpt.net.au
KCE {John) hrhei@bigpond net.au
TRI‘I }G raham) emui@mideoast com.an
VIV (Jim) jim neili@ gmail com
OR (Boy) rburge*s dintercoast.com.au
CM (Craig) vkIzemi@dodo.com au
CV (Bill) ws154224{a@bigpond.net.au
C‘iﬁ.. "Bll 1 cabr ooke@tsI.co
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R2Y
K27
K22
K22
'K1ZH é enry} himdell@pz com. an

}ZIS (Graeme) admiraljamideoast.com.au
EBRG (Barry) foilson/@bigpond net.au
'FORE #Paulj patilia)jing; 2aTs00.CoM Al
FRSI— ES'-E‘.‘E haddie 007 @hotmal.com
Jim Daniel jaidanl(@bigpofid com
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Net Controllers” Roster
Nets on Voice Eepeater VEC2EFPM 146.700 Mhz

Sundays Wednesdays

(0330 Local) (1900 Local)
May 2006
VEEIBZID  May-07 VEIEIL May-03
VE2TT May-14 VEINGD May-10
VE20A May-21 VEIZCM  May-17
VEIBID May-18 VEZATM  May-24
VEIZHE Mav-31
June 2006
VE2TT Jun-04 VE2AYD  Jun-07
VE2DA Jun-11 VEIEI Jun-14
VE2BEID  Jun-18 VEIGD Jun-21
VEITT Jun-23 VEIZCM  Tun-23
July 2006
VE20A Jul-02 VEIATM  Jul-03
VEIBZD  Tul-0% VEIFHE  Jul-12
VE2TT Jul-16 VEIAYD  Jul-19
VE20A Jul-23 VEIEI Jul-26
VEIBEZD  Tul-30
Aungast 2006
VE2TT Aug-06 VE2GD Aug-02
VE20A Aug-13 VE2ZCM  Aunp-09
VEIBZD  Augz-20 VEIATM  Ang-14
VE2TT Angz-27 VEIXZHE Aung-23
VEIXAYD  Aung-30
5 epteml}er 2 I]lEId
VE20A Sep-0 Sep-08
VE2IBID  Sep- 1 1-.'1‘;."3':' Sep-13
VE2TT Sep-17 VEIZCM  Sep-20
VE20A Sep-24 VEIATM  Sep-27
Oetober 2006
VE2BEID  Oct-0] VEIFHE  Ocr-04
VEITT Oct-038 VEIAYD Oce-1l
VE20A Oct-15 VEIEI Oct-18
VEIBID  Qct-22 VEIGD Qct-25
VE2TT Dct-19

2006 Annual Field Day
Weekend
Yes! It's on again!
The ORARC's Event of the Year

Sat/Sun 10/11th June 2006

For full details,
see the enclosed programme
supplement.

Adjust your social calendar to fit

this in... Don't miss out.
Be There!
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Silent Key, John Edward Baylis VK2JB

~ John's key fell silent on Tuesday moming 217 March 2006 at home in Lake
Cathie. He was aged 86. Joln had a long and fruitful life. Born in the UK m 1919,
he saw _distinguished military service as a yvoung adult in the 1st British Com-
mando Unit both in Burma dnd India. John was awarded the Military Cross and
was mentioned mn dispatches, something he never spoke about. During the Second
World War he met Joan his first wife and was married. They were together for 32
vears unfil her tragic death. John later met I‘-.-fmg' an Australian Nurse smdving in
the UK. and was again married for 32 years. John 15 survived by Mary and his 10

children from two marriages. : :
John's Army service gave him
¥ the confidence and the abilify to suc-
ceed in business over many years

both in the UK and Australia’ :

_ John had many inferests in
life and soccer and Amateur radio
were just two, his favourite team
was "South Hampton" and he was
affectionately dubbed the original
Soccer Hooligan by his friends.
Amateur radio was also hugh on his
list. John's UK call sign  was
G3UXE. He described hus station to
me in the New Forest and told me
what he had achieved on VHF and

with many DX confacts. On
one occasion John was able to talk
to astronauts in space. John was also
active on HF and boasted about his
™ antennas and copper nune, as he

~ | called it. His station was the envy of
his fellow amateurs. _

When John came to Australia he staved active on radio and physically, and
ran the city to surf i Sydney with some &f his children. even after heart Gypass
surgery. John spent many of his later years in Lake Cathie, south of Port Mac-
quarie. John was a valued member of the Oxley Region Amateur Club. His last
outing with the Club was with the John Moyle Field Day on North Brother Moun-
tain just three days before his passing. ) ) )

John was 3 valued friend and we met on air as most of us do_ I actually met
John when I told him that I was making apple pie, his favourte and he had to
come and sample it. John became a frequent visitor to our home and always called
in on Saturday mornings for coffee and'a varn. We talked about all sorts of things.
I never tired of his morning call on 2 metres to tell me the weather, and where the
sun was on the tree outside is window. Joln had a generous nature and he gave
back to life and the hobby when he could in return Tor the pleasure it had given
him T felt privileged, and was one of the few to have seen this side of John.

_ Johil's health in later vears declined but his zest for hfe continued and saw
him take on some daunting challenges late in life when most would have given

up. : . :

John was very proud that his son Sam took up the Foundation Licence
some weels before lie passed on as it was always lus greatest wish that one of lus
children would be interested enough to take up the hobby. Sam’s call sign 1s
VEZFSLB. _ _

John's funeral was at the Port Macquarie Crematorium and was well repre-
sented by famuly and friends as well as the representation from the Armed Ser-
vices and Amatéur Radio colleagues.

John will be sadly missed by his family and valued friends.
WVALE John VE2IB.
by John Marriott VE2CIF




It Sure is a Small World!
David—VEIAYD) E o
ee and I were on a emise in
recent weeks that took vs to New Cale-
donia and to an island called Mystery
Island. It's a small voinhabited sandy
islet surrounded by coral reefs and lo-
cated at the south end of the Vanuatu
chain of islands. (170E - 215). It's geal
name is Inveugand and iz about 1 Km
long by 150m wide. It was named Mys-
tery Island after Queen Elizabeth™ II
H%Ed off there for a picnic lunch back
m 1975 and the press reported that she
had stopped at a Mystery Lsland!

n our visit, the people living on
Amnaton Island came over and prepared a
large market to tempt the tourist. (Yes,
most things were made in India or
China).

Who did we bump into? None
other than Ted VE2EZ(Q, and Susan,
who were endeavouring to raise funds
to start a school for the native children.

They are desperate for such
items as art and education matenals,
reading and reference books, efe..

“Ted also mentioned he was look-
ing for motors out of Fisher Pavkel
washing machines. It seems they can be
wsed in wind generators to produce elec-
Tracity.

Ted can be contacted on:
vhn3081 @ sailmail com
or at

vl 2ezg@winlink org

Here's an opporfumity to get rid
of all those encyelopaedia's that you no
longer need. ) :

Below is a pic of Ted and Susan
at the market place on Mystery Island.

Digital Communications
(David—VEZATYD)

Digital communications are not
new. in fact the first ever wire-less com-
omnication was digital. They called it
Te]egraﬂh}'. Then came RTTY and now
today there 15 a mwltitude of digital
comunumication  system in use.
computer has been the major contribu-
tor. Just listen on 20 mefres between
14070 and 14.120 and you’ll hear the
strangest of noises, most of which need
a computer to decode them Ower the
past 60 years of _‘hanm:ninvg' I've tried
guite a fow, especially CWT Sixty veats
ago that was manually created 0sing a
pump handle, which I still have.

To-day we have all got com-
puters and most of us have at some time
mterfaced it with owr transceivers.
Some of us have dedicated computers
attached to our rigs full time.

Digital communications can_be
broken info 3 madanr a}pglhu:atmus. 1. For
transmitting digifal pictures. 2. For key-
board-te-keyboard communications and
3. for audic transmussions. o

Pictures transmitted in  digital
form are excellent, as the sender and
recerver are able to hand-shake until a
perfect picture is recerved. Voice, or
aundio, transmission is somewhat diffes-
ent. Superb if the receiver is receiving a
5-9+ signal, which is common on VHE.
However on HF it 13 a different matter
as the shghtest QEN/QEM/QSE will
degrade the siznal as there i3 no hand
shaking — it’s a one time signal Last
vear [ acquited a digital modem that
ust plugs into your TEX Audic-out and
Mic-in. Works great on VHF with big
signals, but on HF it was hopeless.

i However there 15 one digital sys-
temn in use today that is really great to
use. It’'s called PSK and can be heard
ust about any time of day on 14,070

You need the computer and a
programme called DIGIPAN to receive
send it. If you have any love of the
kevbeard, vou will love this, You don't
need high power — 20 watts is sufficient
to talk to the world You will need a
very simple interface to isclate the com-
puter in‘out from the transceiver. Cost
just a few dollars, (2 isolating trans-
formers and a couple of resistors).
[(GIPAN can be down-loaded
from the internet or available on the CD
that Arthor, VE2ZATM, has produced. Tt
i3 not a big programme, about 630 KB,



) Using the “waterfall” principle, it
will show you a bandwidth of 4KHz and
will receive and display 26 signals si-
multanecusly. Fascinating. You really
have to try it to appreciate its capability.
Give up VHF, go digital on HF and find
a new_ adventwre m Amatews Radio.

You'll find local signals from
VE2ATM and myself VE2AYD, on
most afternoons when the sun is too hot
to work outside (or %l)av golfl). Also lots
of very interesting DX You hear ‘em,
you can work “em!

See you there.

View From Above
Ever wondered what vour QTH
looked like from outer space?
It’s all possible. Just go to:

www.earth. google com

and down load the earth programme.
Follow the installation instructions and
then fire up the sofrware. You will be
Erese_uted with a 3D image of the earth.

il in your location co-ordinates (e.g.
31.285, 152 45E) and start zocming!
David —VE2A

VKIRCN Update

MMinntes before the ribbons were
fied on this issue of OXTALES, Bill
VE2ZCV was able to report that as a result
of another "working bee”, held on
Wednesday 26th Apnl, the refurbished
VE2RCN “voice repeater underwent a 2-
hour, full-power operational test Under
the watchfil eyves DFEE]JI‘.-‘ VE2ZHE, Eill
VE2ZCV, and Jim VEQVIV, this pre-
installation test invelved menitoring the
equipment's vital signs, including tempera-
ture. It came through with flying colours,
showing only a temperature rise. mn one
area, that was no greater than 20°C abowve
ambient.

On Satwrday 29th Aprl the re-
peater was remnstalled at TelegIaEh Pomt
and restored to nommal usé by Bill
VE2ZCW, and Craig VE2ZCM. Well
dene gents! Thanks to all who contmbuted
to the overall restoration exercise.

The packet d]gpeater: VEIRCHN,
at the same site, has suffered damage, pre-
sumably from 2 hghming strike. and 13
down for analvsis and repair,

The Wednesday working bees are
to continue, and velunteers to assist are
most welcome.

Lh

John Movle Field Day

Operations
Club station, VE2BOR., operated from
the top of a misty and "occasicnally
rainy top of North Brother Mouatain
near Laurieton, NSW from 0100 to
07002, Saturday 18th March 2006.

Principal operators were:-
. Bruce Waller VE2IHOT, Asthur
Monck VE2ATM.
6, Bill Sinclair VE2ZCV.
IMT70eM, Neil Sandford VE2EL

Belief Operators and Assistants:-

Barry Gilson VE2ZFBEG, JIim Neil
VEKZVIV, Bill Brooke VK2ZCW,

John Bailey VE2KHE, Henrv Lundell
VE2ZHE, JTohn Marriott VE2CIE, John
Baylis VK2IB (now SK), Trevor
Thatcher VE2XTT. Bob Brodie
VEIEJE, Alan Nutt VE2GD, Brenton
Paterson (studying for foundation li-
Ccence).

Band Contacts Points
(Metres) made scored
80 1 2
40 a2 124

20 4
15 2 4
10 1 2
] 8 128
2 13 208
Tlem 7 g
Taotals 98 fi64

(See pretures on following page)

Hastings Valley Sports Car
Rally

ORARC has agreed to a request to
provide communications facilities for
this event on Saturday 8th July. between
11.00am and 10.00pm. Vohinteers are
welcome., and they should contact
Arthur, VEZATM or Bruce, VKZHOT
fior precise details.




At North Brother

Summit
Arthur VE2ATM, scanning the
HF bands for elusive contacts,
with Bruce VK2HOT, on the log
while the murky mists swirl in the
background, giving "atmosphere”
to the important task at hand.

@ | A"Cuppa Break" on 2-Mx

L to R :Bill VK2ZCV
Jim VEK2VIV
Henry VK2ZHE
John VK2IB (now SK)
Neil VK2EI

The 6-Mx Station

| Shows Bill VK2ZCV (left)
with Jim VEK2VIV gathering
i some of those vital higher
SCOTINgE Contacts.

The View!
Ag inferred in the report on the
dav's operations, the weather
was not 1ts usual pleasant self.
The view to seaward, over the
Camdenhaven groin. can be
better than this_ .. on a nice
day!



. VALE Keith Lutton - VK2KDL

It is with sadness that we have to report the sudden passing of vet another
member_of our local Amateur Fraternity, and the OFRARC. Keith Lutton,
VEZEDL, of Telegraph Point, tgassed away on 13th Apnl at the Port Macquane
Baze Ho%pﬂal. Afthough Keith had not been enjoying good health over the

previous few weeks, his death was unexpected. : ;
~ Eeith was lad to rest on Mo r, 24th April, 2006, The celebration of
Keith's life took place at the Innes Gardens Memiorial Park Crematorum, Port
Maceuarie. The service was attended by a large gathering of friends and relatives

which included a large representation of O C members, and members of the
. ; = vintage car club. .

For the past 20-odd vears, Keith was
a member of the OFARC, serving a couple
of stints as President of this organisation in
the mid-1980'. :

During the service at the
crematorium,  Grant Osfield delivered a
eulogy that gave many of us a previously

mown view into theé many activities that
Keith pursued throwghout “Ius interesting

life.

He was born i 1931 in Haberfield,
NSW. and was_ educated at Svdney
Grammar 5School. By the age of 10 Lie had
developed a strong interest in radio, and at
that tender age he was dismantling and
reassembling radio receivers.

He met Gwen at dancimng classes
after completing school, and they were
married m 1933, They spenf their
™ honevmoon  at  a  place  called Port
Macquarie! e :

. In his worlking life, Keith first worked
— | in Kodak's laboratories, later working at
Eent Industries in mstrumentation and

- $11ec’rmﬂ_ nics, and pmgrfhsmgeltﬂ rﬁﬂﬁe%mmm
— elevision servicing i the Suther re.
——————— In the 1970's he moved to Lake
Cathie, where he established a successful TV repair business. He later moved to
Tclegr@ T]tJlnmt and continued to operate this business from his new home.
1th had many hobbies, most of which embraced the field of electronics,
Dubbed by some as being a "Mad Professor”. he was extremely interested m all
electro-méchanical. or eléctronic devices. Very few devices tame into Eeith's
hands without undergoing an in-depth (sometimes invasive) analysis of "what
made them fick". Many uhderwent some form of infricate modification to either
enhance their performance. or expand their usefulness to perform functions that
had not been envisaged by their oniginal creator. N
Grant's summationi of "Keith - The Person” truly reflects the qualities we
recognised in our highly respected and ular member of ORARC. "He was
kind hearted and consSidérate] a very bright, intelligent and inventive man; always
searching for a new or easier way to do something; always had the time to help
his friends out, to fix somet méf especially when in need’ .
The members of OF. extend their st sympathy to Keith's XYL,
Gwen. and to other family members. We, of the ORARC, share your sad loss.
Vale VK2EDL, Eeith.

Trevor, VE2TT (TWith valuable assistance from Grant Qsfield, who filled in the
Eaps in our fmowlaedee.)
-
i
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OXLEY REGION AMATEUR RADIO CLUB Inc.

MEMBERSHIP REGISTER.
(As at 1st May, 2008)

Car. Surmame  Given Spouse Mame Ca Liocation Tph
1 0 BAILEY 10HN [FLORENCE) VE2KHE FORT MACQUARIE 02 65A2 2152
2 F BANG 5AM VEZFSLE  LAKE CATHEE =
3 Db BELL LLEN VEZBEL  COOLONGOLOOE 02 BEE4.1689
4 0 BNONA IoE (ROSE) VEZIEV FORTMACGUARIE  Mob 0405040953
5 L BLYTH S0 VEZXIG FORT MACQUARIE -
& 0O BRODIE z0B (L)) VEZEIK FORT MACQUARIE 02 65A2 0592
7 0 BROOKE BILL [HILZA) VEZZOW  PORTMACQUARIE 02 65810547
B 0O BURGES R [KE) VEZYOR FORT MACQUARIE 02 65839325
3 O COULTER KEWIN [KE) VEZMAM  PORT MACQUARIE 02 65838325
10 0 COURT RICHARD (LMD VEZCHC SEECHWCOD 02 6585.6866
11 & DANIEL ] - FORT MACQUARIE 02 6583.1933
12 0 EDMONDSON CHARLES (PAT) VEZFSH PORT MACQUARIE 02 6524.0495
13D EUB STAN [BETTY) VEZDOL  TUNCURRY 02 6554.7936
14 F GILSON BAAAY (FAT) VEZFBRE  PORT MACGQUARIE 02 65238814
15 0 GLEESON BADEN [VALERY) VEZMOG  PORT MACQUARIE 02 652 2018
16 A GRAHAM PAUL [MANE) - WALCHOFE 02 6586.4720
17 0 GREEN LEWE [PAMELA) VEZAG PORT MACQUARIE 02 eEE4.9162
18 0 GREENWOOD GAAEME VEZZIS MIDDLEBROTHER 02 6553.4835
13 F HADFIELD  STEVE VEZF3TH  PAPPINBARRA 0z 6S87. 6160
20 L HAMLON KEITH - FORT MACQUARIE -
21 0 HAMSEN 1C=N VEZAG FORT MACQUARIE 02 e582.7932
22 0 HARDING DAVID: (IZABELLA) VEZAF WAUCHOFE 02 6526.43E0
23 F JOMES PAUL [SANDAA) VEZFORE  PORT MACGUARIE 02 6543772
24 L LINDZAY LARAY VEZCLL WAUCHOPE 02 8557.115%
25 L LUNDELL HENRY VEZZHE FORT MACQUARIE 02 6EE2 0534
26 0 MADIGAN  ALLEN [DARN) VEZOA WALCHOPE 02 6LA5.2043
27 O MARRIOTT  JOHN [ROSE) VEZOIF WORTH HAVEN 02 6559.9245
25 0 MARTIN CRANG VEZZCM SANCROX 02 g585.3452
23 0 MILEAN IoHN VEZKCE  PORTMACGUARIE 02 6583.7400
30 0 MEEHAN TEARY VEZKL FORT MACQUARIE 02 6584.2397
31 H  MINAHAN CHRIS VEZEI HALLIDAYS. FOINT 02 B559.3516
32 E MONCK WENDY [ARTHUR) & FORT MACQUARIE 02 BSE3.1311
33 L MONCK AATHUR (WENDY) VEZATM FORT MACQUARIE 02 6583.1311
340 KEL M [CAROL) VEZVIN FORT MACQUARIE 02 65ER.0016
35 0 MEWHAM LAURIE (ROBIN] VEZELN FORT MACQUARIE 02 gS83.5387
36 0 WUTT ALLAN [ELAIME] VEZED FORT MACQUARIE 02 6SA2 3557
GAAHAM [LIND&) VEZTRM KENDALL 02 65594554
BRENTON - FORT MACQUARIE 02 62820155
DAVID: (DEE) VEZAYD KNG CREER 02 g585.2647
40 0 AOTH BILL VEZCMR  PORTMACGQUARIE 02 6581.1776
41 O SANDFORD  MNEIL [VEREMNA) VEZE FORT MACQUARIE 02 6582 5830
42 0 SINCLAR BILL VE2ZECY PORT MACQUARIE 02 6583.9302
43 0 TAARANT  DAVID (BILEEN] VEZTBC  ILURA -
44 0 THATCHER  TREVOA [PHYLLIS) VEZTT WALCHOPE 02 6585.2278
45 D WALKE GARY VEZUHF ROCKDALE -
45 0 WALEER SRUCE [EWEN] VEZHOT ~ PORT MACQUARIE 02 a583.8360
47 0 WEBSTER  IIM [MARY) VEZED FORT MACQUARIE 02 6582 4037

Category Key: 0 = ORDINARY A =ASSCIATE D =DISTANT H=HOMORARY L=LIFE




